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Guidelines for photographing and filming children

Photographing participants

· The photographer should have a clear brief as to what is considered appropriate in terms of their behaviour and the content of the photography.
· Performers and/or parents should be informed that a photographer will be present at the event and consent to photography and to its publication has been given.
· Permission to take photographs must be obtained from the performers or their parents/carers.

· Photographers should not be allowed unsupervised access to children or one-to-one photo sessions during the event.
· Sessions outside the events or at a participant’s home should not be approved.
Filming participants

· The film should be stored safely and securely.

· Written permission to film for an exam must be obtained from the performers or their parents/carers before the event.  It is advised that at the same time they should also be informed of possible future use of the film for training purposes.

· If the film is subsequently used as a teaching aid, it is advised that clips in which a child’s own name is used should be avoided.  In any general discussion of the film, reference to a child by its own name should also be avoided.

· Ensure that the children are in suitable clothes to reduce the risk of inappropriate use of the film.

Using photographs of children on web sites

Photographs or film of children and young people on websites can pose direct or indirect risks to their subjects.  For example, images accompanied by personal information could be used by an individual to learn more about a child prior to ‘grooming’ them for abuse.  Or the content of the photo could be used or adapted for inappropriate use.  This kind of adapted material has appeared on child pornography sites.

The following steps should be taken to reduce the potential for misuse:

· Avoid using children’s names (first name or surname) in photograph captions.  If the child is named, avoid using his or her photograph.  If the photograph is used, avoid naming the child.

· Use a parental permission form to request and record parental permission to use an image of their person.  This ensures that parents know that an image of their child is being used to represent Dalcroze work.

· Ask for children’s permission to use their image.  This ensures that they are aware of the way their image is being used to represent Dalcroze work.

· Only use images of children in suitable dress to reduce the risk of inappropriate use.  

· The use of inappropriate images should be reported to the Child Protection Officer.
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